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News from MRIA

M

RIA Board Meeting Vacation's over! The Board will meet on
Tuesday, September 1 at 8 p.m. in the Upper Parish Hall of
Memorial Episcopal Church at the corner of Bolton & Lafayette.
Enter at the Lafayette St. doors. MRIA meets regularly on the first
Tuesday of each month; all neighbors are invited to attend. Light
refreshments provided.

B

HB Editorial We, like many of you, have found recent events
in our city and our neighborhood very disturbing. These events
require our response, and such response needs to use strategies of
both law enforcement and community engagement. MRIA can help
guide and facilitate these responses. As Ms. Kamenetz so aptly states,
isolation will never work. We need to care now more than ever. Care
for the victims, care for each other, and care for others in our community so that they don't become people who can rape, rob and
assault. Please email us your thoughts at bhbeditormail@gmail.
com. We are currently developing an on-line managed editorial/oped space for the Bulletin. An open dialogue of ideas and actions will
provide hope and direction.

W

hat is BHEN? By Doreen Rosenthal, BHEN Manager The
Bolton Hill Email Network (BHEN) serves 850+ neighbors,
Baltimore City Police representatives, our elected city and state representatives, and others who have an interest in Bolton Hill. Everyone is welcome to participate: membership in MRIA is not required.
Simply send an email to BHEN@BoltonHill.org to subscribe. BHEN
distributes information only. It is not a discussion board or listserv.
Members of the group send messages to the manager, who then distributes messages to network members. BHEN is restricted to urgent
messages, such as safety, lost or found pets/keys, and MRIA announcements. Send messages about these issues to BHEN@Bolton
Hill.org for approval and dissemination. Announcements of public
events should be sent to calendar@BoltonHill.org. Information
of community interest that does not fit the criteria above may be
posted on the BoltonHill.org bulletin board. BHEN cannot receive
or disseminate replies—these should be sent to the contact person
identified in the message you receive from BHEN.

Classified Ads
Injured bird? If you find an injured bird or
mammal, you can get expert help from this licenced wildlife rehabilitator: Kathy Woods at
410-628-9736
Pet Sitting/House Watching

References available. Stacey/Jodi
410-728-8285

Worship
Beth Am Synagogue
Located in Historic Reservoir Hill

2501 Eutaw Place

410-523-2446 www.bethambaltimore.org
Daniel Cotzin Burg, Rabbi

Brown Memorial

Park Avenue Presbyterian Church
Park and Lafayette Avenues

10 a.m. Worship before Labor Day
11 a.m. Worship after Labor Day
410-523-1542 info@browndowntown.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
Bolton St. at Lafayette Ave.

Sundays 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 7:00 p.m.
410-669-0220 www.memorialepiscopal.org

Corpus Christi Church
A Roman Catholic Parish

110 W Lafayette Ave Baltimore, MD 21217

Phone: (410) 523-4161 CChristi@archbalt.org

•

Saturdays 4:00 p.m.
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Weekdays 12:10 p.m. (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday)
Holy Days 12:10 p.m.
Confessions Saturdays at 3:30 p.m. or by appointment

E

xplaining Baltimore By Darma Kamenetz Lately, I’ve had a
lot of explaining to do. Not when I’m home in Bolton Hill, but
pretty much any place else. Even when we moved here five years ago,
it took some explaining. “Baltimore?” friends would ask, trying to
keep the concern out of their voices. We had a contemporary dream
house in Annapolis—who would choose a row house in a second
tier city over that? But the truth is, it was a choice. Our kids were
leaving home and we thought life in Bolton Hill might offer something beyond the bubble of predictability that had begun to define
the suburbs for us. It has.
Then our city erupts in riots. Helicopters churn the skies, sirens
scream day and night. On CNN, images of chaos are nothing less
than terrifying. A friend in Germany asks me what the hell is going
on. In New York, the taxi cab driver gives us a pitying look when we
tell him where we’re from. The city that I have grown to love, which
days ago seemed on the verge of a true renaissance, now suddenly
seems in grave danger. This time friends don’t try to hide the concern
in their voices: “Are you OKAY?” they ask. Now it’s my turn to try to
keep feeling out of my voice. “Yes, we’re fine,” I say. “It’s not us you
need to worry about.” I admit that I feel defensive. And I feel something else too, something harder to define.
The question of whether the city is safe isn’t new. But after five
years of living here, I feel safe enough. I have learned to walk the
streets like I own them. I have learned to look directly into people’s
eyes, even people who don’t look so nice. Eye contact, I have come
to believe, fosters a kind of neutrality. I have also come to believe
that living in isolated communities—where you cut yourself off from
what seems dangerous—does not make you feel safer. The most anxious people I know live in the most secluded suburbs or behind the
bars of gated communities. The cure seems only to have incubated
the disease; these supposed sanctuaries become hothouses for worry.
And this makes sense. When you try to draw a line between what’s
safe and what’s not, don’t you immediately begin to fret about the
line itself? Is it high enough, wide enough, strong enough? Could
it ever be?
But now, I question my own smugness. Haven’t I also drawn a
line between my neighborhood and the ones just to the west of me,
where kids grow up on streets where planks of wood are nailed up
where a window with curtains should be? Haven’t I drawn a line
between strangers in my world of care and strangers I couldn’t care
less about? I moved here because I wanted to leave the bubble of
suburban life. Yet my first impulse after the riots was to assure everyone that in our neighborhood, where we live, everything is fine.
Well, that’s simply not true. Everything is not fine in Bolton Hill.
Everything is not fine in Baltimore City. And everything is not fine
in the surrounding counties either.
We can’t be fine, because this is one world and its problems are
ours. There is no boundary high enough, wide enough or strong
enough to keep this from being true. We need to stop pretending
that problems exist outside our bubble. What we need to fear most
is not the danger that arrives like a bomb. We need to fear the dan-

Local Business
Joseph J. Palumbo*
Certified Public Accountant

1500 Bolton Street
Baltimore, MD 21217
phone 410.412.3321
PalumboJ@hdvest.net
•
•

Mutual Funds*
College Savings Plans*

323 Crain Highway, S.E.
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
phone 410.761.2664
fax 410.761.1953

•
•

IRA, SEP & Keogh Plans*
Tax Planning & Preparation

Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services .
Member SIPC Advsory Services through H.D. Vest Advisory Services .
6333 N State Highway 161, Fourth Floor, Irving TX 75038, 972-870-6000
SM

SM

* Now offering under $20 entrées
on Wed and Sun nights.

COMPREHENSIVE CAR CARE
AMERICAN AND FOREIGN CARS
EXPERTLY AND PROMPTLY SERVICED
IN THE HEART OF MIDTOWN
“Family owned and operated since 1926”
Cathedral at Eager Street
410-539-1068

State Inspections
Approved

Bolton Hill Resident Realtor
Avendui Lacovara
ROLAND PARK VICTORIAN
CANTON WATERFRONT CONDO
MT VERNON BROWNSTONE
BOLTON HILL TOWNHOME
MT WASHINGTON MODERN

BECAUSE CITY LIFE IS A WONDERFUL LIFE
alacovara@homesale.com
410 583-0400 (office) • 443 326-8674 (direct)

Landscaping by GHC, Inc.
443-216-9273

www.landscapingbyghc.net
15% OFF all spring services including
planting and mulch
10% OFF power wash now thru 05/15/14
Yard cleaning, trimming, trash hauling,
patios, retaining walls, walk ways and much more.
Free estimates! No job too small.

ger that seeps into us like disease on a cellular level. What infects
us is our own indifference. That is something we can do something
about. It’s simple. We can care.

S

et in Bolton Hill 1911 Local author, Park School librarian, and
Newbery Medal winner Laura Amy Schlitz has set her latest
novel, The Hired Girl, in 1911 Baltimore. The book tells the story of
fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, who runs away from a hardscrabble farm in Pennsylvania to become a hired girl for six dollars a
week in a grand home on Eutaw Place. In her diary, Joan recounts
visits to Druid Hill Park and the grand department stores of Howard
Street; she attends Corpus Christi Church on Mount Royal Avenue.
Through Joan’s experiences, Schlitz explores feminism and housework, religion and literature, love and loyalty. Schlitz has been
lauded as a “master of children’s literature” by The New York Times
Book Review. The Hired Girl, for readers 12 and up, has received
starred reviews from Publishers Weekly, Booklist, School Library Journal, Kirkus Reviews, and Horn Book.

1535 Park Avenue

Phone: 410-225-0800 Fax: 410-523-3434

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
•

Fine beer, wine and liquor

•

B

M

eals on Wheels Every weekday, volunteers deliver fresh
meals to a dozen or more households in our area. In 1960, two
Baltimore women replicated a meal-delivery program that originated in London, and the service has been making a big difference in
people’s lives ever since. New volunteers are needed for the daily
deliveries, which take approximately 1.5 hours, Monday through Friday between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Training is provided. This is
a great opportunity to meet new neighbors who could use the sight
of a friendly face. See Jackie Artis in the Meals on Wheels office at
Brown Memorial Church if you'd like to help.

quality salon services
affordable prices
3851 falls road
baltimore, md 21211
410.889.7875

studio

altimore Broadband Coalition The Baltimore Broadband Coalition is crowdsourcing funds to bring high-speed, affordable
internet service to Baltimore via fiberoptic cable. The coalition has
divided the city into neighborhoods and assigned a goal for “backers”
needed from each area. Bolton Hill is in the Midtown group, which
has a goal of 99. With a start of 15 pledges, Midtown needs to crank
up the volume to be eligible. It costs only $10 to become a backer.
Back this! Make a donation at baltimorebroadband.org.

TRICHO

"Re-collecting"
Beads of thought connect,
memories swirl, align to
rework life’s necklace.
Peter Van Buren

240 McMechen St
Open 7 days a week

410 728-4844

Bolton Hillers know:
If you need it, Belle has it
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BELLE
HARDWARE

belle.doitbest.com

What’s Happening
MICA Intersection Exhibit: North Avenue & Charles Street
Reception, Friday, September 4, 5–7 p.m.; exhibit open Tuesday, September 1 through Sunday, September 20, Riggs and
Leidy galleries inside the Fred Lazarus IV Center, 131 W.
North Ave.
The M.F.A. program in Curatorial Practice at MICA presents Intersection, an exhibition that explores historical, present-day and
future development of North Ave. and Charles St. The exhibition,
which highlights four corners and four eras in history over the
past 100 years, showcases the layered stories of people, places
and moments that have shaped the identity of one of Baltimore’s
best-known intersections. The exhibition points to pivotal, historic moments and movements in the U.S. such as the Great Depression, the Great Migration, the Civil Rights Movement and the
present, while capturing a keen sense of the importance of urban
life and its many cultural shifts.
No Boundaries Coalition Meeting Tuesday, September 8, 6
p.m., St. Peter Claver Church (1526 N Fremont); meets the
second Tuesday each month.
Bolton Hill residents who would like to build bridges with neighbors west of Eutaw Place are encouraged to join the No Boundaries Coalition (NBC) by attending their monthly meetings. Open
to anyone who works or lives in Central West Baltimore, coalition members work together to plan advocacy campaigns, receive
training on community organizing, participate in group discussions, and advocate for Central West Baltimore. Visit nobound
ariescoalition.com.
Constitution Day Symposium Black Lives Matter: Structural Racism in 21st century America, Thursday, September 17, 7–9 p.m.,
Falvey Hall in MICA’s Brown Center’s, 1301 W. Mount. Royal Ave.
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC television host, political commentator, award-winning writer and professor, will headline Constitution Day, a free annual symposium cosponsored by MICA and
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Maryland. The
panel, moderated by WYPR’s The Signal producer and MICA faculty member Aaron Henkin, will also include Reggie Shuford, executive director of the ACLU
of Pennsylvania, and artist Titus Kaphar. Free tickets have
been distributed to the MICA
and ACLU communities, but a
limited number of free tickets
will be available to the general
public starting at 3 p.m. on the
day of the event.

IONIAN
PAINTING Co., Inc.
Roofing, waterproofing, brickwork, flooring,
and remodeling are only a few of our services.
Please call for details.

- Free Estimates 410-325-8600 fax 410-325-4500
Insured & Bonded MHIC #33081

BEST OF BALTIMORE

“BEST PLACE TO GET
A SANDWICH”

MONDAY-FRIDAY
7AM-9PM
SATURDAY
8AM-9PM
SUNDAY
9AM-9PM
1431 JOHN ST
410.225.9667

WINDOWMASTER
Windows and doors repaired, restored
and replaced. General carpentry. Rooﬁng.
Est. 1965

•

MHIC# 15473

•

Call Jim at 410-867-1199

w w w.windowmasteruniver sal.com

Pamper yourself today!
Manicure
Pedicure
Waxing

Massage
Privacy
Rooms

1111 PARK AVENUE • SUTTON PLACE
410 617-8252 www.pynailbar.com

