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Note from the Editor
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/note-from-the-editor/
After this issue the Bolton Hill Bulletin takes a summer break and will resume publication in September.
Thanks to Atticus Rice, Kylie Perotti, Marci Yankelov, David Nyweide, Peter Van Buren and a host of
others for getting us to this point. As we approach the fall we look forward to your ideas, feedback and
volunteering.
--The Editor
_______________________________________________
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Coming soon: The Real House Pets of Bolton Hill
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/coming-soon-the-real-house-pets-of-bolton-hill/

Think your pug is classier than your neighbors’ dalmatian? Here is a chance to show him off.
The September issue of the Bolton Hill Bulletin will feature photos of Bolton Hill pets: dogs, cats, birds,
hamsters, lizards, etc.; It will be Bolton Hill’s Noah’s Ark.
“Take a picture of your pet in a favorite part of the neighborhood. We will post in a gallery on the Bolton
Hill Neighborhood Association Website and in the newsletter. Send the pet’s name and your name,”
said Lee Tawney, who has agreed to curate submissions. Send them to pets@boltonhillmd.org.
_______________________________________________
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New mural design for Corner of Park and North unveiled
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/new-mural-design-for-corner-of-park-and-north-unveiled/

The three-part vision to revitalize the intersection of Park and North avenues with row house murals, a
greener lot, and a reimagined bus stop took a big step toward realization on June 10 with a virtual
community input session for the murals.
Roughly 40 residents from both sides of North Avenue attended to hear about the project from the owners
of both row houses as well as the Baltimore-based project manager, Shawn James with Mural Masters,
and Baltimore-native mural artist Ernest Shaw. Shaw revealed his current design for the murals and
fielded questions and comments.
The theme for the murals is Unity and Community. The murals would be one cohesive painting across
both row house walls on either side of Park Avenue. As Shaw explained, his murals are meant to evoke
multiple layers of interpretation. In his rendering, he captured the tops of row houses in Reservoir Hill
along the bottom, overlaid with images of children. A girl looks up toward a likeness of the late Madison
Park resident Congressman Elijah Cummings with a rainbow behind him. Between them is a subtle
design of the kola nut, a symbol of unity from West African tradition. In addition to drawing positive
attention of any passersby, the murals (as more than one person attending remarked) would be uplifting to
the children who walk past them on their way to Mt. Royal Elementary and Middle School.
The Bolton Hill Community Association is serving as fiscal sponsor for the project. Fundraising is
underway, with a grant application submitted for a Community Arts Grant through the Baltimore Office
of Promotion & the Arts and are others being considered. Private donations can be made by selecting
“Park and North Murals” here. Between grants and donations, the hope is to raise roughly $30,000 to
start painting the murals by the end of the summer.
The community input session was the first of two sessions intended to give community members
opportunities to provide feedback on the mural designs. Anyone can see the current design and provide
input on a website devoted to the project, https://www.parkaveunity.com. Comments will be compiled
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until the last week in June, when Shaw will incorporate the community’s feedback into another iteration
of the mural design. This next iteration will be shared at the second community input session on
Wednesday, July 8 at 6 p.m. Please register in advance here if you’re interested in attending.
--David Nyweide and Chris Kingsley
_______________________________________________
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Now 90, Sara Murnane’s love affair with Bolton Hill carries on
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/now-90-sara-murnanes-love-affair-with-bolton-hill-carries-on/

On May 6, Maryland recorded 28,163 coronavirus cases and as many as 1437 deaths associated with the
disease. But on that very same day, a healthy and joyful Sara Murnane marked her 90th birthday at her
home on Park Avenue, looking out on a fountain that she cherishes. It is where she has lived since 1963,
and she is not planning to move any time soon.
“Some people have suggested I shouldn’t be living alone in a big old townhouse; that I could create
apartments and get the revenue. But I love my neighbors, my house, my beautiful ceilings. I feel very
much at home,” she said. Is she the oldest resident of Bolton Hill? Certainly, she is among them.
Research by the Bolton Hill Community Association strategic planning task force has determined that the
neighborhood demographic skews older than most in the city.
Bolton Hill has been a big part of Sara Murnane’s life. She moved from Cambridge to Baltimore as a
teenager to study cosmetology. She lived for a while in Mt. Vernon and pursued that profession, then
made three key decisions:
She met and eventually married her late husband, Joseph Murnane, who was executive director of
the Maryland Association of Counties, an important force then and now in Annapolis.
She gave up the beauty business and took a job with Greyhound, the interstate bus company. Over
more than half a century working there says she “performed every job short of actually driving a
bus.”
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She moved to Bolton Hill in 1963, and here she remains.
There are lots of memories. For example, she recalls that before the B Bistro Café closed and became
what is today CookHouse, there was a grocery store in that same location that served the neighborhood.
She shopped there, but “I also went to the Lexington Market, sometimes every day.” She cooked and she
and her husband entertained often at their home: “I enjoyed entertaining.”
In the sixties, the Bolton Hill Democratic Club was important in the community, she said.
She remembers Baltimore as being “just like New York,” which she and her husband often visited.
“Baltimore had good theater, good transportation and restaurants. We were especially fond of
performances at the old Morris Mechanic Theater downtown. I miss what old downtown Baltimore used
to be, the stores and boutiques and antique row on Howard Street,” she said. She and her husband, who
died in 1978, traveled often and were especially fond of New York, Williamsburg, VA, and Ocean City.
“He once proposed that we move to Roland Park, but I said he would have to move there by himself,” she
said of her husband. She was smitten by the architecture of Bolton Hill, liked the churches and
synagogues nearby, liked her neighbors and never wanted to live anywhere else.
Not all her memories are upbeat. During the 1968 disruptions after the death of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., she recalled fires being set not far from where she lives. And there were a lot of sirens and police
activity on North Avenue. “We called it the North Avenue Symphony,” she laughed.
These days she is mostly a homebody, although a younger family member, Stephanie Taylor, lives close
by. “We share a lot of friends and family and also a love of performing arts and other diverse and
cultural events,” Ms. Taylor said. “Sara is lovely, and she also enjoys a mean Manhattan.”
--Bill Hamilton
_______________________________________________
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The Mt. Royal Tavern loses a stalwart soul
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/the-mt-royal-tavern-loses-a-stalwart-soul/

Eric Meyers is behind the bar with the author on the left and his friend Carl Dominick on the right.
For generations of Bolton Hill residents and MICA students the Mt. Royal Tavern has served as an
introduction and rite of initiation into the neighborhood community. A quirky and peculiar object of
curiosity and fascination woven into the fabric of a diverse neighborhood, the eccentric tavern cuts a
swath across a wide demographic --- from senior citizen day-drinkers watching The Price is Right on
weekday morning TV to coming-of-drinking-age MICA students being bellowed out of the bar at closing
time by bartender Eric Meyers.
A fixture at the tavern for more than 25 years, Meyers suddenly passed from this world from
complications of a heart condition on May 11. He was 57. He cast an indelible presence on the bar and
on those with whom he interacted there. In the days and weeks following Eric’s death the most common
adjectives used to describe him referenced his intelligence and curmudgeonly demeanor, both of which
were cloaked in good humor.
His girlfriends were effusive and unanimous in their praise of his wisdom, sense of humor and impact on
their lives. Tavern regulars also noted his vast knowledge of world history and current events as well as
literature and music. Eric earned a master’s degree in ethnomusicology from the University of Maryland
Baltimore County, and was a skilled musician adept at any stringed instrument.
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Photographer Jim Burger, a regular at the tavern long enough to be considered a neighborhood historian,
was quoted in Meyer’s Baltimore Sun obituary penned by Fred Rasmussen:
When the history of the Mount Royal Tavern is written there will certainly be a chapter on its
curmudgeonly bartenders…. They were the main event [and] Eric would rate near the top, always with
his trademark scowl. And like so many of his compatriots, it was simply part of the act. Underneath it all
he was just a big softie.
Any time I consider moving to another neighborhood in the city I weigh the benefits of being within such
close proximity to the Mt. Royal Tavern and decide that I can’t imagine not having such ready access to
one of the most interesting places I’ve known. I met Eric and the other bartenders and regulars at the
MRT shortly after moving to Bolton Hill in January of 2000. At first, I was just as intimidated as others
by his gruff exterior. He did not suffer fools gladly and I did not want to screw up or breach bar etiquette
when he was working. He would frequently call people out for inappropriate behavior, or just getting
things wrong.
I made a conscientious effort to make sure I was on Eric’s good side, whether that meant moving my
empty glass to the edge of the bar so he would know when I needed another drink, engaging in talk about
music, giving him my old shirts, ties and hats to wear behind the bar or just keeping my mouth shut. I was
flattered to hear from Eric’s partner in mischievousness, bartender Chloe Vaughan, that Eric said I was
an “ideal customer.”
While it may sound like a paradox, bars are often places of healing, serving as houses of worship -- and in
the case of the Mt. Royal Tavern, an educational institution.
Like nearly everything, the bar has remained closed in the month since Eric has passed. It’s unfortunate
that the community has not been able give Eric a proper send off at the bar, but there will undoubtedly be
some kind of ceremony for him when it re-opens.
In the meantime, there have been impromptu gatherings in the alley behind the bar and Sally’s Garden,
the vest pocket park adjacent to the alley’s entrance. Like the other Mt. Royal Tavern bartenders who
have also passed, Eric’s presence will loom large in the tavern’s lasting legacy.
--Charlie Vascellaro. A 20-year resident of Bolton Hill, he is a baseball and travel writer.
_______________________________________________
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Local farmers markets are back, but with new rules
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/local-farmers-markets-are-back-but-with-new-rules/

After a 12-week opening hiatus the Downtown Farmers’ Market situated under the south end of the JFX
Expressway finally opened on June 14, the last of the city’s outdoor markets – and the biggest by far – to
do so.
But as with everything in today’s COVID-19 world, there are new rules, among them masks for all, extra
spacing between vendors and customers; a dedicated person handling food and another handling money
and credit cards; one-way aisles, and no fondling of the produce. Prepared food offerings and alcohol
were available, but no on-site preparation or on-site dining was allowed. Free parking remains at Mercy
Hospital’s garage.
Rules may change each week. The market plans to be open into December. Hours are 7 a.m. – noon each
Sunday.
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Closer to home, the Druid Hill Farmers Market is now open Wednesdays from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m. through
September. There are fewer people, but the same rules apply. It is located near the Rawlings
Conservatory.
The Waverly Market on East 32nd and Barclay streets stayed open year-around as the pandemic waxed
and waned. Like the others, however, it has modified its layout and practices, including an emphasis on
pre-ordering through its website, and masks for all.
The Whitelock Community Farm Stand operates Saturdays from 10 to 1 at at the corner of Whitelock &
Brookfield in nearby Reservoir Hill. It pulls neighbors together and offers produce grown in part across
the street at the community garden.
State Center Farmers Market opened late but now is operating every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
into October with a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods, dairy products, prepared foods,
crafts, and more.
_______________________________________________
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Summer Recipes to Make the Most of Your CSA
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/summer-recipes-to-make-the-most-of-your-csa/

In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, many people have turned to having many items delivered to
uphold social distancing. If you’re like me and you value local, organic, seasonal produce, signing up for
a CSA delivery is a great way to have farmer’s market quality produce delivered to your door.
I recently signed up for TableField Grocery, an off-shoot of TableField Catering which promises local,
organic produce delivered to your door or to a convenient pickup point. Their grocery delivery service
also supports the Maryland Food Bank, where they feed three people in need per every order placed.
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Whether you decide to try out TableField or one of Maryland’s many other CSA programs, these recipes
will help you make the most out of your seasonal produce.
Because summer is almost here and I’ve been avoiding going out, I knew I would be missing my weekly
farmer’s market trips, so I decided to give TableField a go. Paul Dongarra, the owner of TableField, also
sponsored The Baltimore Supper Club’s very first vegetarian competition with a free box to try out for
the winner of the competition, so I was familiar with what came in the box. Boxes from TableField are
customizable, so I threw in a loaf of sourdough with mine because, despite what the papers tell you, not
everyone has learned how to adequately care for a sourdough starter during quarantine.
The seasonal items I cooked with included radishes (lots of them!), kohlrabies, green tomatoes, sweet
potatoes, hakurei turnips, and broccolini. I also loved the salad mix as it was very peppery and fresh.
I’ve developed five simple recipes to help you make the most of the summer produce available right now.
These recipes will get you through brunch, lunch, and dinner and are versatile for any season of the year.

Green Tomatoes Done Three Ways:
When I think of green tomatoes, I immediately go to deliciously battered and deep fried green tomatoes
with a cornmeal crust. Over the past few weeks in quarantine, I’ve enjoyed exploring the acidic flavors of
green tomatoes the most, which is why I developed three recipes using them. In Maryland, you can
typically get green tomatoes throughout the course of the summer tomato season, so you’ll be able to
enjoy these recipes throughout the summer.
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Pickled Green Tomatoes
These pickled green tomatoes are a perfect combination of sweet, spicy, and acidic and only take a bit of
chopping, boiling, throwing together in a mason jar. Because these are refrigerator pickles, they are not
shelf-stable, so they are only good for about 1 month in the fridge. But let’s be real, I doubt that will be
an issue because they’re so delicious, you’ll want to use them on everything!
Get the recipe here.
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Simple Salad with Green Tomato Salsa Verde
Green tomatoes can be quite acidic, but when coupled with extra virgin olive oil, garlic, jalapeño, and a
little honey they transform into a bright topping for a salad and work well enough in place of traditional
tomatillos.
This recipe only requires a few whirs of a food processor and you’ll be ready to throw this salsa verde on
anything . You can thin it with water if you want a more traditional salad dressing or leave it thick to use
as a topping on a burger or chicken sandwich. I used it as a condiment for my salad and loved the bright
heat that it added to the dish.
Get the recipe here.
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Crispy Chicken with Charred Green Tomatoes
This chicken with charred green tomatoes is easy to prepare, but the best part about this recipe is the
chicken-fat charred green tomatoes. This recipe uses another version of a green tomato salsa verde except
it is served warm and made by combining green tomatoes and tomatillos.
For this recipe, I simply fry chicken thighs until crispy and then bake them in the oven until they are
cooked through. I transfer them to a warm platter and then I add my green tomatoes to the hot chicken fat
over high heat until charred on both sides. It only takes a minute or so per side to char them.
Get the recipe here.

Two Very Versatile Recipes
Now it’s time to move into my two final recipes: seared duck with mashed kohlrabi and a sourdough
toast with spicy sweet potatoes. What I love about these recipes is their versatility.
In the duck recipe, you can easily replace the duck with chicken, steak, or shrimp. The kohlrabi can be
swapped out for any root vegetable, including turnips, celeriac, rutabaga, or cauliflower. I love using
kohlrabi because you can use the greens as your side dish and simply sauté them with vegetables as I did.
The spicy maple sweet potato toast is equally versatile. You could swap the sweet potatoes with golden
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beets, cauliflower, or Yukon gold potatoes and you can use any salad mix or fresh green you like. Try it
out with spinach, baby kale, or even microgreens.

Seared Duck with Mashed Kohlrabi
This seared duck with mashed kohlrabi is served with the sautéed kohlrabi greens and asparagus for an
easy weeknight dinner.
For this seared duck recipe, I prepared a very simple and rich mashed kohlrabi. Kohlrabi is a great option
if you’re watching carbs since it only has 8 grams per serving. Since I am not on a low carb diet, I
combined the kohlrabi with Yukon gold potatoes to create a rich and creamy side dish.
Get the recipe here.

18 / 33

Bolton Hill
Community Association - https://boltonhillmd.org

Sourdough Toast with Spicy Maple Sweet Potatoes
I love a good brunch toast, especially when the ingredients are piled high and loaded with flavor. This
sourdough toast is prepared with fresh, peppery greens, charred spicy maple sweet potatoes, and fresh
heirloom tomatoes. It’s an easy way to clean out your fridge without losing flavor.
Get the recipe here.
Bolton Hill resident Kylie Perrotti is a cookbook author and creator of the popular recipe
blog, TriedAndTrueRecipe.com. She founded The Baltimore Supper Club and is passionate about
connecting people with easy, elegant recipes..
_______________________________________________
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How COVID-19 Is impacting schools in and around Bolton Hill
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/how-covid-19-is-impacting-schools-in-and-around-bolton-hill/

In June, with the city in June trailing the rest of the state in opening up from Gov. Larry Hogan’s original
Stay at Home Order issued March 30, plans for re-opening schools in the area during the summer and fall
terms are still a muddle.
Both the Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) and University of Baltimore (UB) made significant
changes to their operations for the second half of their spring semesters. Neither school plans to revert
back to full classroom activities in the near future.
In mid-March, MICA made the decision to continue classes remotely, sending most residential students
home. According to Public Relations Manager Emily Chappell, about 60% of the undergraduate
population is housed on campus. Off-campus students tend to live mostly in Bolton Hill, Reservoir Hill
and Charles Village.
“Generally speaking, MICA has not tracked what students have stayed in the area, with the exception of
our international population where we have visa related obligations,” wrote Chappell. “Anecdotally we
know that many off-campus students stayed in Baltimore through the close of the spring semester.”
To support these students, MICA maintained access to their health and counseling services and offered
virtual community activities. The MICA Store on Mt. Royal Avenue, popular among Bolton Hill
residents and students alike, has gradually moved their operations online since the mid-March closure.
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In a May 12 campus memo, MICA President Samuel Hoi shared the grim outlook for institutions of
higher education around the country, noting no one would be immune. In it, Hoi outlined MICA’s R5
Roadmap—respond, reopen, recover, reimagine, remake—which is aimed to help MICA “emerge from the
crisis stronger and better positioned for the future. [The R5 Roadmap] is a clear, focused, realistic, and
campus-wide approach to achieve this aspiration,” the memo says. “It functions both as a shared campus
mindset and a concrete action framework.”
Likely scenarios for fall academics at MICA focus on reopening in a modified operation to offer some
level of on-campus education, possibly including a delayed start for the school year for some or all
students. It plans to release more concrete information on July 6.
“Incoming student counts at both the graduate and undergraduate level are reasonably in line with the
previous two years,” Chappell said. But already, MICA has reduced budgets by $1.5 million and cut
salaries at all levels.
MICA has planned exhibitions for the Class of 2020 to take place during the coming academic year,
allowing students to experience a physical exhibition in addition to the virtual showcases planned for later
this month.
A few blocks away, University of Baltimore President Kurt L. Schmoke, in a May 29 news release,
announced that the university will “run predominantly online for the fall semester, with some classes
conducted in a hybrid fashion….”
American Bar Association standards, which dictate that up to one-third of law school classes can be taken
remotely, are under consideration for UB’s School of Law, Schmoke said. He emphasized University
System of Maryland Chancellor Jay A. Perman’s same-day announcement and plan for all USM
institutions, giving each facility a great deal of latitude.
Towson University—also governed by USM— will be starting classes a week earlier than normal and
ending in-person instruction at Thanksgiving Break. Classes and exams will continue remotely until the
end of term. UB already offered many of its classes and programs online—or in a hybrid format—which
helped inform their remote instruction decision for the fall.
Baltimore City Public Schools, which operate Mount Royal Elementary/Middle School and the Midtown
Academy in Bolton Hill, have also shifted their operations in the last few months, and will continue to do
so moving forward. No official decisions have been made for the fall academic term. The Sun has
outlined some of the prevailing ideas, including schools at lowered capacity and staggered returns to inperson learning based on grade.
Midtown Academy moved registration to an electronic system last month and organized a personal item
pick-up day (June 11) for student belongings at their W. Mount Royal Avenue building. Summer
workbooks also were distributed.
Mount Royal has continued operating per City Schools guidelines, including an ease in 4th quarter grading
guidance which will allow for the first three quarters’ scores to more heavily factor into a student’s yearend grade. The school is also holding a Virtual Scholastic Book Fair which will run through Sept. 4. The
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City also developed a Pandemic-EBT program, supporting households with $114/month in benefits for
each school-aged child.
--Atticus Rice
_______________________________________________
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Reflections of a 2020 graduating senior
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/reflections-of-a-2020-graduating-senior/

The author, a resident of Mason Street, graduated last week.
Thursday, March 12, 2020 was an odd day at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute.
There was an unexpected fire drill that morning that lasted so long that some of us thought the school
might be on fire again. (There was a small fire earlier in the year.) The whole thing was unfortunate for
my AP environmental science class because we were taking a test when the alarm went off. My teacher
told us that we could finish our tests on Monday.
Friday was going to be a professional development day, so students would have the day off. The school
had a TGIF feeling, despite the chaos. I made plans with my teachers to make up tests and come to some
morning coach classes during the following week.
At the after-school club I ran, a few sophomore students were asking if I thought the school would be shut
down. COVID-19 was on almost everyone’s mind. I smiled and said, “Eventually, but it may take a little
while.” When my dad came to pick me up from school, I cleared out my locker, not wanting to leave
anything in there for three days.
That moment was the end to the ”normal” flow of my life. When I got in the car the governor was on the
radio announcing that the state would begin social distancing, and schools would close for two weeks. I
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messaged everyone the news and told them I would see them in two weeks. I never finished that science
test.
For a high school senior, this has been a hard time. My class missed out on a lot of key senior traditions
like prom, class trips, the annual water balloon fight, the senior picnic, senior farewell and, of course, a
traditional graduation ceremony. We also lost making fun memories with each other. Most of us did not
say goodbye that Thursday. I said “See ya!” and “Have a good weekend!” more than any other form of
goodbye.
Losing our year, our friends, and our way of life has affected each of us differently. I know motivation
was down for almost everyone in my class. Our sleep schedules have been ruined, and we disconnected
from each other for a little bit. But as time went by and a new normality set in, we built our own type of
senior year. We learned how to play games online together, watch movies together and have celebrations
online. We relearned how to learn, and accomplished lessons, exams, and all the things we would do at
school -- all while in our pajamas.
And then we officially graduated! Instead of sitting together in the Coppin auditorium for four hours of
speeches, applause and awards we sat on our sofas or in our bedrooms for one hour with only two
speeches and inevitable technical difficulties in the name reading. Despite this, or maybe because of it,
graduation felt right. We have worked so hard, and gone through a lot of crazy, strange, and memorable
events over the past four years, so that it seems only fitting that our graduation was kind of weird to
participate in, but memorable, nonetheless.
No doubt still more odd days lie ahead. Our plans will be changed, and tests will be rescheduled. But we
can face it knowing we have already gone through weird and difficult times, and that we adapted, thrived
and had fun along the way.
--Bolton Hill resident Onalee Anderson will attend St. Mary’s College of Maryland in the fall.
_______________________________________________
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Neighbors: Keep a kind eye out for this Sara
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/neighbors-keep-a-kind-eye-out-for-this-sara/

In a city where homeless people, drug addicts and healthy young men with squeegees compete on corners
everywhere for tips and attention, it is still jarring to this old man to see women among them – in the hot
sun or rain, begging.
Meet Sara. She gave me her last name, but I will hold it back. She is white, very thin, tattooed and a
frequent denizen of Bolton Hill’s busiest intersection, where North Avenue, Mt. Royal Avenue and the
north entrance ramp to I-83 converge. Now 38, she lives with her dog in a tent a few blocks away but
does not bring the dog to her corner. “The traffic scares him,” she says.
Sara has been panhandling for the last eight years, and she can be encyclopedic in ticking off the factors
that have controlled her adult life: drugs, a diagnosis of bipolar behavior, ADHD, severe anxiety and
more. She had some legal troubles, a decade or so ago. She admits she has sold her body on occasion but
does not do it now, she says: “It’s my temple.”
In the face of all of this, she is relentlessly cheerful. When we spoke on June 6, she was getting ready to
interview at Community Wellness Center on Eastern Avenue in hopes of stabilizing things: getting
mental health support, completing her methadone treatment and changing her life. “I’ve tried shelters,
but I went back to what was familiar, my tent,” she said. “It’s sort of a form of institutionalization, like
people who feel more comfortable in prison.”
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Sara grew up in Towson in a regular home. She is in touch, with some boundaries, with both her mother
and her 87-year-old grandmother, who care enough to send money and allow her sometimes to come
home to shower and clean up, although with her grandmother in quarantine, that has become
complicated. Sara says she has a two-year degree in psychology and wants to get work or back in school
while her grandmother is alive. “I want them to see me doing something, maybe helping others get off
drugs,” she said.
In the past she has worked with animals -- horses at Pimlico and dogs at grooming centers. “I don’t want
to depend on other people. I’ve got my drugs under control now. I’m okay. I can do this,” she said.
The street is harsh: “winter is hard, and summer is worse.” A slow day of begging produces $20-30, and
a good day a bit more. Some men proposition her. “Black people are more generous than white people,”
she observed. She resents the squeegee kids who, she says, harass her and sometimes steal her money.
She reminds me of a neighbor whom many on West Lafayette Avenue came to know. Daniel Novak was
a Navy veteran who lived with other troubled people in a vacant house owned by his mother-in-law. He
moved to a tent in the parking lot at the Rite Aid on West Chase Street for a while, but mostly he used the
house even though it had no water. He hustled friends and neighbors for jobs to support his habits and to
buy sandwiches and soft drinks at corner grocers in Upton. I paid for his cell phone and let him wash my
car for cash.
I first met him in 2013 when he showed up and shoveled my sidewalk at night, and then did it again and
again overnight as the snow kept falling. Originally from New England, he was articulate and eager to
talk about his past, his demons and his hope for a better life: school, jobs, regaining touch with a son.
Another man and I took him to drug treatment and helped him find odd jobs. He was a skilled carpenter,
painter, tile installer and landscaper -- a neat freak who complained about his roommates. He knew a lot
of other people who tried to help him. He entered treatment a couple of times at MCVET, a rehabilitation
facility for ex-military people.
It never came together for Daniel. His health began to fail him, and he was slow to seek medical
treatment. I last saw him on Dec. 8, a Sunday afternoon when he knocked on my door and then
collapsed. I gave the EMT my card as they put him in an ambulance and asked her to call to learn about
Daniel. No one ever called.
At Mercy Hospital they would only say that he had been admitted to the ER and then discharged. I asked
Baltimore police to help find him, but they produced no useful information. His estranged wife told one
of Daniel’s friends recently that she heard he had died. That also was the word on the street, relayed by a
beggar who knew him. He had recently turned 50.
Keep an eye out for Sara. Keep your fingers crossed for her. She’s a neighbor.
--Bill Hamilton
_______________________________________________
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BHCA salutes those who contributed to the Bolton Hill
community
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/bhca-salutes-those-who-contributed-to-the-bolton-hill-community/

Several Bolton Hill residents work every year to beautify and improve our neighborhood. Some of them
work on a specific project or effort that merits special recognition, and at this year’s virtual BHCA
membership meeting, they were recognized. Thanks to all for such wonderful contributions to the Bolton
Hill community!
Service Award -- Kendra Parlock
Kendra has served the better part of a decade on the BHCA board as a director or officer after rotating
off at the conclusion of the past fiscal year.
Public Gardening Award -- Jonathan Coppola
Jonathan voluntarily planted and tended to a garden in the corner of Sumpter Park that fences off the
bocce court.
Tireless Award -- Kevin Cross and Lisa Scott
For more than a year, Kevin and Lisa have worked tirelessly with Baltimore DOT to temper the pass-thru
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traffic at the southeast corner of Bolton Hill; they scored a win with the flex posts at Mt. Royal and
Lanvale, and the work continues to make the area safer for pedestrians.
Clean Up Award -- Chris Kingsley, Regan Lake, Sam McHale, and Yulia Suslova
Chris, Regan, Sam, and Yulia have all been involved at various times the past year with organizing
community trash pick-up events in and around the neighborhood.
This Just in Award -- Bill Hamilton and Kylie Perrotti
Since the Bolton Hill Bulletin relaunched in February, Bill has been responsible as editor-in-chief for
curating and editing the content of the Bulletin, and Kylie has posted the stories to the website and
designed the snazzy announcements for each issue on the BHCA listserv.
Nominating Award -- Melanie Alfano
Cheers to Melanie and the rest of the BHCA nominating committee for assembling an excellent new slate
of nominees for open BHCA board positions, who were voted in at the membership meeting.
Bulldog Award == Neal Friedlander
In his second career working in the office of our council member Eric Costello, Neal has been tenacious
in liaising with city agencies on behalf of Bolton Hill and the other neighborhoods of District 11.
Sprucing Up Award -- Fritz and Thecla Meyer
Despite living four blocks away on Eutaw Place, Fritz and Thecla spent hours this spring weeding,
planting, and generally sprucing up the 1400 block of Eutaw Place around the Gunther Fountain.
Membership Award -- Margaret DeArcangelis, Kendra Parlock and Linda Rittelmann
Margaret, Kendra, and Linda have each played a part in maintaining, organizing, and expanding the
BHCA membership rolls.
Gateway Award -- Chris Kingsley
Chris had the vision for turning the vacant lot at the corner of Park and North from an eyesore to a
visually pleasing gateway space and has already weeded, planted and mulched to improve the existing
planter beds while grant money is sought to transform the space.
Money Money Money Award -- Barry Blumberg and Gary Bianco
Barry and Gary both spent hours ensuring that every dollar supporting Festival on the Hill last year was
transferred and accounted for between Bolton Hill Nursery and BHCA.
Festival Award -- Steve and Monty Howard
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Team Howard led in manifold, big ways to make sure that Festival on the Hill 2019 continued
spectacularly with BHCA as the organizing entity for the event.
-- David Nyweide
_______________________________________________
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Bolton Hill Notes
https://boltonhillmd.org/bulletin/bolton-hill-notes-2/

A new look for an old neighborhood gazebo
Neighbors are reviving efforts to restore the gazebo and repair the brick plaza on the 1700 block of
Linden Avenue. The plaza dates back to July 1, 1979, after the Linden Avenue Association (LAA) saved
the block from the city's urban renewal efforts, as featured recently on Baltimore Heritage's five-minute
histories.
So far, LAA has raised $400 from neighbors on the block, with hopes of raising at least $3,000 to start the
refurbishment. With a specification sheet from Budeke’s Paint for the chemical stripper, primer, and top
coat, LAA members are working now to choose a new color palette in line with historic Victorian colors
and will apply for several grants this fall. If you would like to donate, you can send funds through Paypal
to linden.avenue.association@gmail.com. If you are interested in volunteering or want more information
about the project, send an email to the same address. Thank you.
How to recycle when there is no DPW recycling pickup
An epidemic of COVID-19 infections among DPW sanitation workers has caused them to suspend
curbside recycling collections for the month of June. DPW will accept recycling deliveries at its
Remington drop-off facility, 2840 Sisson Street, 9 to 5 every day but Sunday.
Midtown Baltimore, our tax-supported benefits district, will have a one-time pick up recycling for Bolton
Hill Residents on Thursday, June 18, at 9 a.m. at Sumpter Park (Laurens and Linden streets) and at 10
a.m. at Johns Street Park, Johns Street at Lovely Lane. Items must be in paper bags or boxes (no plastic
sacks) and must be handed over – not left at the park. Wear a mask and practice social distancing at both
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locations and at the DPW site, as well.
Bolton Hill Nursery closed for summer, will open in September

We have appreciated the deep support so many Bolton Hill Neighbors have offered us since, due to the
pandemic, we were forced to close our doors on March 13, 2020. Since then, many have wondered: when
will Bolton Hill Nursery be back in business?

Bolton Hill Nursery’s board has voted not to operate a summer program this year. “With social
distancing still a strong norm - and the City continuing to lag behind the State in the metrics needed for a
confident and safe entry into the Governor's Phase Two -- we are not confident we can open safely in
time to provide care for children in July and August,” said the nursery’s director, Beth Casey.

“But we will open for the school year come September! Teachers will return to work on 9/1/20. The first
day of school for all children will be the day after Labor Day, Tuesday, September 8, 2020,” she said.
“We thank our neighbors so much for the outpouring of support sent our way since March. We have felt
every ounce of it this spring and early summer.”

An update on Park Pharmacy . . . .
In last month’s Bulletin much was made of this being the 50th anniversary year of the Park Avenue
Pharmacy. But reader Merry Rogers, who has lived in Bolton Hill for a very long time, reports that a
pharmacy or “drug store” has been on that site since well before 1970. Anyone remember its former
name?
“When I was a child there was a long counter to the left as you entered where you could get lunch, buy a
soft drink or get an ice cream sundae,” she wrote. But she does not remember the original name.
Today’s owner, Tariq Syed, reports that Baltimore Police have arrested and plan to charge a suspect in
the April robbery that took place at the store.
Crime is down in our neighborhood, says BPD
Reported crime in the neighborhood, never as much of a problem as in some other parts of the city,
slipped substantially through the first third of the year, according to statistics circulated by the Baltimore
Police Department
The number of property crimes in Bolton Hill for the 12 months ending April 30, 2020, was 37, down
from 50 for the same period a year earlier. Of those, 24 were categorized as larceny, which generally
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includes theft from cars left unlocked and items left in yards, on porches and in garages. In the month of
April there were four reported robberies, one burglary and five cases of larceny, according to BPD.
There were five robberies, two assaults and eight burglaries during the recent 12-month period, compared
to 13, 2 and 7 the previous year, the police data indicated. Categorized by BPD as violent crimes, these
were down by 53 percent and property crimes were down 26 percent year-over-year. Police continue to
encourage residents to report to 911 all criminal or suspicious activity.
Brandon Scott’s promises and visions
Although he continues to serve as City Council President for the rest of the year, Democratic mayoral
nominee Brandon Scott, who received only 30 percent of the votes cast in the multi-candidate primary, is
likely to become the next mayor. The Baltimore Sun endorsed Scott and posted an extensive interview
with him that spells out his hopes and promises. Few people have actually seen it, but it is worth a
watch. What you see is what you get.
The Maryland Film Festival goes virtual
Artscape, Boltonstock and the Inner Harbor July 4 fireworks are gone, but the Maryland Film Festival
endures. Since June 12 through the 21st, films that normally required a walk or ride over to Station North
Arts District are available in your home: 17 feature films and 15 shorts. For details on the schedule and
how to stream the films, click here.
Vacant 25 Years, now luxury apartments on Eutaw Place
Four four-story former townhouses that date to the 1880s have recently come on the market as high-end
rentals after sitting as an abandoned neighborhood eyesore for a quarter century.
Consolidated into one address at 1214 Eutaw, the renovated units offer wooden floors, natural lighting,
open kitchens and (some) fireplaces. Unfurnished rentals for 6 months to two years start at $925 for
studios to $1650 a month for two-bedroom units. Former President Woodrow Wilson is said to have
lived in that block while a PhD student at Johns Hopkins University in the 1880s.
As a historical building the developers were not required, and did not try, to offer parking in an alreadycrowded stretch of Eutaw that corners with West Lanvale.
Ban on utility and internet cutoffs extended to July 1
The governor has extended a moratorium forbidding electric, gas, water, sewage, phone, cable TV and
internet service provider companies from shutting off any residential customer's service or charging any
residential late fees. The order remains in effect through July 1. Details are here.
_______________________________________________
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