
BYLAWS
of the

MRIA ARCHITECTI]RAL REYIEW COMMITTEE
for the Bolton Hill Historical and Architectural Preservation District

ARTICLE I: AUTIIORITY, PURPOSE AND RXSPONSIBILITIES

A. History and Charge of the Committee

On the recommendation offte Baltimore City Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservatiotr
(CHAP), the Board of Dire4tors of the Mount Royal Idprovement Association (MRIA), at its me€ting
on May 6, 1991, cr€ted the MRIA Architertuml Review Committee ("the Committee'). MRIA charged
the Committee wift reviewing and makiog recommendations concerddg the appropriateness of proposed
exterior change,s to public and private propertiqs wilhin the Bolton Hill historic district. Such review is
ne€essary to preserve the historical, cultural, alld architectural value ofthe neighborhood. In evaluating
proposed changes, the Committee shall consider fte historical or architertural significarce, the
architectural style, the general design, and the arangement, texture, composition and color of the
exterior architectural featurcs of the subject structure and other structutes in the rcighborhood.

f,. Geographic Area of Concern

The Committee will direct its activities to plopertics withitr the Bolton Hill Historical and Architectural
Preservation District, That distdct's boundaries are defined by Baltimore City Oldinallce as follows:

. on the south, to and including the propertics on the south side of Dolphin Street;

. on the e3st, to and including the properties facing on the east side of Mount Royal Avenue;

. on dre north, to and including the propertiqs on the south side of North Avenue; and

. on the west, to and including the properties fionting on the west side of Eutaw Place.

C. Obj€ctiv€s

The Committee's prirnary objeative shall be to preserve the architectural atrd histodcal integdty of
Bolton Hill. The Committee will pursue this objertive lhrough six primary areas of effort.

l HistoricalPreservation

The Committee will work to ensure the preseryation and maintenanca of historically
significant architecture and architectural detail and the public structures, fixtures, and
landscaping which contribute to tle character of Bolton Hill.

2. ArchitecturalAesthetics

The Committee will seek to ensute that any renovation or new construction undertaken in
Bolton Hill, whether initiated by the public or private sector, is compatible with lhe general
character, scale, and fabric of the neighbolhood.
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Public Awareness

The Committee will advise and educate the Bolton Hill community in matteN of are€ history,

aestletics, and preservation and in related matters of community impoftarce. In this context,

the Bolton Hill codmunity is understood to encompass resident and non-rcsident ovners,

tenants, and businqssqs.

The Committee will work to create an awareness &nong contmctors serving the neighbofiood

of the special lequirements which must be met in Bolton Hill relative to historical
prclervation and archite€tural acsthetics.

Thg Commiftee will act to ensure that City govemment agencies are cognizant of the

community's special needs regarding historical preservation and architectural ae,sthetics.

The Committee will press for irnprovements in the procedures of City agencies to better

serve ftese special needs.

Guidance

The Committee will provide infomation and advice to community residents contemplating

or initiating improvements on their propertiqs. This guidance will include information on

policy, required permits, contractors, and general information on desigl approaches which

are likely to be acceptable io the Community. On occasion, the Committee may refer Bolton

Hill residents to individuals in other community organizations or City agencies for resolution

of matters outside the Committee's puNiew.

Monitoring

The Committee will observe and monitor developments in fte neighborhood atrd will
maintain active communications with City agencies (notably CHAP) regarding alteratioDs to
Bolton Hill properties.

Enforcement

The Committeg will use its influence and ally legal and legulatory remedies necessary to
rectiry actions which either (a) are contrary to guidelines or legislation on bistoric
preservation/architectural aesthetics or O) generally detract fiom the overall historic or
aesthetic character of Bolton Hill. CIhe Committee recognizes that rectification is its least

desirable means of eoforcement: it is far preferable to avoid situations that would require

correction. )
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D. lmplementation of Objecaiv€s

The Committee will recommend to CHAP approval or disapproval of proposed exterior changes to
structures within the Bolton Hill historic diskict, Property owner's requests for project approval must
be submitted to the Committee in writiog. Clltis written requcst may take the fo.m of an applicition to
CHAP fo! a Permit to Proceed.) Property owners and their agents may be required to make personal

prcsentations to the full Committee before the Committee will make recomhendations to CHAP. Those
matters which require presentations ale listed under Article lV of these bylaws.



ARTICLE II: OFFICERS AND MEMBERSHIP

A. Chairp€rsol

l. General Re,sponsibilities

The Chairpelson ("the Chair") will be responsible for the conduct of general Committe€
business. He/she will determine the agenda for €ch meeling and will se€ that Committee
members are appdsed of meeting times atrd locations. The Chair will prqside at meetiDgs
and will maintain cornrnunications with public agencies and hdividuals whose project
proposals are under teview. He/she will call special De€tings as rcquired. The Chair will
ensure that Committe€ records and documents are appropriately and accurately maidtained.

The Chair will notify peNons making presentatioDs (pursuant to Article lV) of the scheduled
date and time of the required presentation. The Chair will advise presenters of the wdtten
and structural documentation that must accompany such plqsentations,

When an actionable issue is brought to the CortuDittee,s aftentiotr, the Chair shall notify
the property owner that his/her property is located in a[ historic district and that a "trotice
to proceed' must be obtained from CHAP before exterior changes can be initiated. When
the Committee has completed its evaluation of a project proposal, the Chair shall prcvide
written notification to CHAP of the Committee's recommendatiots.

Selection

The Chairpelson will be elected by the general membership of the Committe€, prior to the
amual induction of new Comhittee membets. The Commiftee's selection of a Chair shall
be subject to approval by tle MRIA Board of Dire€tors.

Term of Office

The Chairperson's term of office will be one year, renewable for one additional y€r. After
serving a second tetm, an individual may be re-elected to chair the Committe€ only after a
one-year hiatus.

Operating Methods

At the outset of each Chairperson's telm of office, the Commiftee will develop operating
procedures to supplement these bylaws. These operating procedures will define the role atrd
responsibilities of the Exe{utive Cornmittee and any additional Cornmittee officers determined
to be needed-
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B. Other Committee Officers

At the request of a newly iutalled Chairpersoq the Committee may elert a Co-chai4rerson atrd/or a
Recording Secretary to assist with Committee busircss. The tentr of offrce for these positions will
correlate to that of fte Chairperson. Selection of these officers will not be subjeat to MRIA approval.
If such officers are established, their responsibitities will be delircated in formal Committee operathg
Procedures.

C. kecutive Committ€e

Membe$

The Executive ConDitte€ will c{nsist of the Chair (or his/her de,signated represetrtative)
and two membe$. The Chair will serve oa the Exe€utive Cotrlmittee for the duatioa of
his/her term itr ofrice. The other two positions will be filled from the genelal meBbership,
otr a totating basis.

Duties

In prescribed circurnstances, the Executive Committee may act on behalf of the ftll
Committee. The typqs of activitics for which such authority shall be granted will be
predetermined by the full Committee and outlined in Comnittee operating procedures. Itr
"emergency" situations, fte Exerutive Cornmittee may be asked to make recoDmendations
to CHAP on the Commiftee's behalf. For purposes of this pamgraph, 'emergercy" is
defined as a situation where, absent action by the Executive Committee, the proposed project
will commence before the next regularly scheduled Committee meeting.

D. Committee Membership

1
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1. Number of Members

Committee membership will consist of do more than ten members in addition to the
Chairperson.

Qual ifications

Members must be registered to vote in the Boltod Hill historic district. The Committee
will attempt to include among its members individuals from the following profqssions:

a. PreservationHistorian
b. ArchitecturalHistorian
c. RegisteredArchitect
d. Registered Landscape Archite.t
e. Licensed Attorney
f. PreservationPlanne.



3. Dutics

Members arc expected to attend all genera.l meetings. The Committee is authorized to
dismiss a member without notice if that member fails to attend thee me€tings itr a calendar
year without a reasonable excuse for the absences.

Selection

New members shall be selected annually by the general membership to fill positions of
those members whose telms are about to expire, Sele.ctions are not subjed to MRIA
approval.

Term of Office

Members will serve two-yea! ter6s, teDewable fot one additional term. That is, members
may serve on the Committee for four years before.etiring. An individual may be selected,
again, after having been letired fot one year.

ARTICLE III: MEETINGS

The Co$mittee shall meet once a month. The Committee shall designate the date of each me€ting.
Meetings will be open to the public, Meeting protocol will be govemed by norert Rules of Ader.

To the extent possible, the Commiftee will work within the time ftames of CHAp,s review process.
(See Article [, Seation C, above.) If necessary, the Executive Committee will perform atr expedited
review process (for projerts not requiring ptesentation before the full Committe€) to ensule that
recommendations are made prompdy to CHAP.
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ARTICLE IVr PROJECT REVTEW REeUREMENTS

The gt e of review re{uired for individual projects will vary based upon the nature atld scope of proje€t
proposal. The chart below summarizes the review required by the Committea for various qtes of
projects.

ISSTJE OR PRO.IECT TYPE REOT'IRED DOCUMENTATION OR PRSSENTATION

Paint Colors. . . For both house and trim: paint chip, photograph showing
the p.esent color of the subject house and the hunediately
adjacelt houses, and description of where paint will
be applied.
(P rese nlatio n not rc qaired)

Fagadecleaning. ....... .Conractorproposaldetailingmethodsandcleaningmedium.
(Presentatioa not rcquire,

Perrnanent or seasonal Fixturq! ....... verbal de{cription/proposal ftom cont actor and sketch
(?.9., exterior lights, grates, awnings . . . . (presentation a, Comn iiee Dircrction)
storh and replacement windows)

Sigm and Bamers ...,...Verbal description, duration of display and sketch
(Presentotion at Commibee D cretion)

RepairandMaintenance............proposalfromconhactordetailingmetlodsardmaterials
o. description of work, if no contractor is to be employed.
(If the project includes painting, see above.)
(Presenlotion al Commiltee Dkcretion)

Paving
(additions, removals, changes in material). . proposal ftom Contractor plus site plan

(Prcsentation RequiteA

Construction of Ancillary St.ucture , . . . . Site plan and elevation, site photographs
(e.9., fence, wall, deck, porch, shed (prcsentatioD Require,
gurho)

Stluctural Addition. ..,. .. Site plan and elevation, site photographs
Eoom or story) (prcsentqtioL Requircd)

Demolition (including alteration, , . . . . , .plan and photographs of structure t0 be demolished
of architectural detail or (presentatior, RequinL
rcmoval of doo$, windows ot other
architectural features)

New Construction. . . . . . . .plans and elevatiotr
(Pesenlation Requircd)


