





















































the gastronomic center of the universe. In no way can this be so impressed upon one as by a
stroll through the great markets of the city. They are a characteristic feature of the domestic
life of Baltimore and the most important supply depots for its inhabitants. As early as 1751
efforts were made to build a market, but *it was not built until 1763. There are now eleven,
distributed through the city. Baltimore can boast a larger bay trade than any other city on
the Atlantic. The Chesapeake is unequaled in commercial values. Even New York, with its
immense resources of water revenue, does not equal the business here transacted. Baltimore
surpasses all rivals in the oyster industry, the annual catch being millions of bushels. Besides
oysters the Bay isrich in fish of all kinds, and its shores produce vast quantities of fruits
and produce of all kinds. The importance of this trade to Baltimore cannot be overestimated.
Around Pratt and Light street wharves in the busy season are to be seen bustle and life and
peculiar scenes not to be found elsewhere in the city. Inmidsummer this isadded to by crowds
of pleasure-seekers hastening to excursion boats for a trip down the Bay. At Locust Point,
where immigrants are'landed and whare there are great railroad terminals, one can get the best
insight into Baltimore’s foreign commerce.

Baltimore’s harbor is defended by forts on North Point and Hawkins Point, and by Fort
Carroll, though the efficiency of the last named, which has never been completed, is doubtful.
Fort McHenry, while garrisoned, is no longer of any use to defend the city though its historic
associations will always render it interesting.

Baltimore’s principal theatres are the Academy of Music, Ford's, the Lyceum, Holliday
street, the Auditorium and the Monumental. Of these the Academy is the largest and is one
of the finest in America. Baltimore’s fine street railway service has tended to the formation
of many beautiful suburbs, filled with magnificent residences. The entire service is electric. It
was here that the first electric road was operated, also the first elevated electric road and
the first severe test of electric motors for heavy work on steam railways, the motors taking
the heavy freight trains of the B. & O. railroad through the Belt tunnel with its heavy
grades, a sight well worth seeing. Of Baltimore’s efficient fire department and fine water
supply, the citizens are proud. The water supply, drawn from the Gunpowder River and to a
lesser degree from Jones Falls, has a daily capacity of 165,000,000 gallons, while the reservoirs
contain more than 3,000,000,000 gallons additional. The cost of the system was about
£10,000,000.

The suburban towns and villages contain man.y interesting views and institutions, but
the aim of this sketch has been to describe the city proper, and so, with few exceptions, no no-
tice is here given them.

Baltimore, the beautiful, is destined to become a still greater city, with its great natural
advantages, combined with the publi¢ spirit of its citizens. One cannot doubt that fate holds a
splendid destiny in store for Baltimore.
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